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Croſs, was in 
of Doubt, to prove the Certainty of a 
Future State, and to induce every indi- — 


|  - vidual Man ſeriouſly to conſider, and 
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J. and Sold b 7. Cooper in Pater- 5 4 1 0 


er-Row, and by the Bookſellers of Lenden ant 
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Lk the World is ſuis. * 
I cently ſenſible, that in this de- 1 

. generate Age there is Work 
Rea] enough for all ſincere Chriſtians, 

to perſwade Men into a true 

Senſe f the Chriſtian Religion, and of. 

their Duty towards God; and therefore 
I hope. the Clergy will not think me, tho a 

Layman,. officioufly buſy in taking their 

Work out of their Hands, by publiſhing this 

Sermon, becauſe I have not Vanity. enough © Ya 
to think I can deſerve, nor am attempting 

to take. away any f their Prefer ment. 
¶ Hape the Laymen will believe, that the 
only Motive which bas induced me to this 
Undertaking, is to ſhew the worſt of Men 


* LS a >» 
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— 


7 
> 
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of any Reward, fince I induſtriouſly con- 

ä oat wat. 
„ e muſt own, I. Harter 
my ſelf, that what I ſay will have more 
Weight with Laymen, than if it was. brit 
by a Clergy-man ; and Fhope they will bace 
the Charity to believe, that T am giving 
an Account of the Hope that is in me, as 


the Scripture command 3 1 hat 1 am 


ſhewing ] ſearch the Scripture, and ſquare 


my Life according to the Rules there laid 


down ; that I think my Faith muſt ariſe 
From my own Underſtanding and not , om 
the Diftates of other Men; that I muſt 


: work out my own Salvation by firft under. 
" © Banding, and then doing my Duty, and not 
Aoepend on the Fudement or Merit of others: 


For as J rake every Layman, when be has 


inſtructed himſelf to the utmoſt of his Ca- 


pacity, to be his own Fudge in Matters of 
Religion: S I thought my ſelf in Dury 


bound to Publiſh what Ia Layman think 


is expetied from them. They are to confider, 
that as we have all Souls to be ſaved, and 


are placed here for that End and Purpoſe } 


ſo we are all 10 look upon Religion as a 
Duty incumbent upon us; that we muſt all 


make it (not our only) but the Chief Buſineſs 


of our Lives ; that ene muſt conſider our 
ſelves more the Chilaten'sf the next World, 


Zhan of this, and muſt. ſhow by our Duty to 
Goa, and bur Charity to all Men, that we 


live here principally ib live bercafter. 
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1 Con. xv. 1 
+, ht be not riſen, then is our Preach. 
* vain, and n Faith alſo is _— q 


age T Paul, in this whole Chapter, 
and others, endeavours to prove, 
that (altho' the Reſurrection of 
the Body may appear at firſt a 
very ſtrange Doctrine) yet if we | 
read the Jetiptures with Attention, if Www 
conſider the Courſe of Nature, and Refle& 
upon the Terms of our Being here now, and 
reaſon upon the State we are to be in 
hereafter, that Difficulty of believing _— --: 
Reſurrection of the woos. © will in a great 
meaſure vaniſh, 15 | 
| 05 1 He argue chat by the 
Number of Authorities rded in Scrip- 
ttre, of thoſe that ſaw and converſed with - 
our Saviour after his Reſurrection (Who 
A 2 died 
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dibd Tae: the Truth of Nhat FEY our 
Saviour's Reſurrection is better proved 
than any other Fact of any other Hiſ- 
tory. 2 ws. 6a 5 

L206, That. by, the Courſe of Nature 
we ſee, that all Seeds that grow are firſt 
Buried in the Ground, then die, and re- 
vive. 


3d, That our Reaſon 2: well as 
"Sas | teaches us that as weave here by 
Rules that the Beaſts of the Field have not 
à Capacity to underſtand, ſo our Condition 
hcreafter muſt be different from theirs, 
which is confirmed in Seripture by the 
Words of St. Paul, That if in this Life 
only ene have hopes in Chriſt, Ver. 19. We 
Chriſtians are of all Men moſt miſerable. 
And P/alms xlix. 12. we are like the Beaſts 
that periſh, That is, if we Chriſtians 
ſuffer adbeien⸗ here in this World, 
in hopes of Joys and Rewards that are 
promiſed us in another World, but are not 
hereafter, then are we deluded and de- 
ceived beyond all other Men, and more 
wretched than the Beaſts that periſh. Such 
_ @ Treatment would bring the very Being of 
God in Queſtion, would make us doubt of 
his Goodneſs, and diſtruſt his Providence! 
uch Abſurdities as theſe, denying the 
en will draw us into. | 
—_— 1010 But if we 
lievegt ua t God, of his Goodneſs has made 
1 5 1e us 


_ 


; 3 3 3. Be FE 
us in his own Image, has given ns Free-Will 
to chuſe, and Reaſon to diftinguiſh between 

Good and Evil: That God has difcovered 
to us his Will, and the Way to our own 
Happineſs ( Firft, by the Light of Nature, 
then by his Prophets, and at laſt by his own 
Son) that by theſe Degrees this Diſcovery 
was made to' us, that we might by our 
greater Faith deſerve God's greater Favour 
Tok to puzzle and perplex us, as the wicked 


＋ 


part of Chriſtians argue) If we believe that 
by ſuch Degrees our Saviour has taught us 
our Duty, that we might perform it willing- 
ly, and not by a forced Obedience (which 
would deſtroy our Free-Will and our Rea- 
ſon) Firſt by his Example, then by his Doc- 
trines, and laſtly by his Miracles, the greateſt 
of all which was his Reſurrection, which we 
this Day commmemorate) If we believe that 
he has appointed a Day in which he will 
judge the World, then the Belief of a Re- 
ſurrection is eaſy and agreeable to Scrifture, 
for he is God of the living, and not of the 
, THT 
"Fe 55 If all our Saviour's fore- 
going Miracles were true, this of the Reſur- 
rection can't be denied; if falſe, this can't be 
defended, which is agreeable to the Words 
of my Text, F Chriſt is not riſen, then ts 
eur Preaching vain, and your Faith alſo . 
#5 vain: That is, tis in vain for us to 
think we ſhall rife again, if Chrift is not 
- A 3 riſen, 


5 


riſen, as he Words 2. 1 6. "T0 ; for if 
the Dead riſe not at all, then is not Chriſt 


riſen, or if 3 fs, got riſen, then the 
Dead riſe not at all. 


The eee 


it was the laſt, ſo was! it the greateſt of Lo 


Saviour's Miracles; his raiſin 8 others was 
not equal to his riſing again; for the former 
Miracles our Saviour did were to ſhew his 
divine Miſſion, and Power ; but this of his 
Reſurrection was to eſtabliſh the Truth of 
all the Doctrines he had taught, but more 
particularly that of a Judgment, and of a 
Future State of Eternal Happineſs or Mi- 
ſery. This Belief is the Foundation of the 
Chriſtian Religion, is the great Motive to 


all Good Actions, and the great Terror to all 


Evil ones; for ir” we live for ever hereafter, 
our ſhort tranſitory Lives here muſt be re- 
gulated to that Expectation. We muſt look 
upon this World — as a Paſſage, and our 
ſelves as Paſſengers to the next; we muſt 
confider we are plac'd here in a State of 
Probation, that we are upon our good Be- 
haviour and that, as we demean our ſelves 


here, we ſhall be for ever Happy or Miſe- 


rable hereafter; ſo that whatever befals 
us, is to be put to our own Account, and 


not to be charged upon God Almighty. 


True Faith in the fundamental Doctrines 
of the Chriſtian Religion, is to believe 
them ſo firmly, as to ſuffer Death rather 

than 


* 


than renounce them; and our Saviour en- 
courages us to this Steadineſs of Faith, by 
telling us, that he who loſes his Life for 
bis ſabe, ſhall ſave it, Luke ix. 24. And 
indeed all paſſible Encouragement is want- 
ing to confirm Men in the Belief of ſo 
ſtrange and furprizing a Doctrine, as the 
Reſurrection. For, if we confider, that 
tho World had laſted near 4000 Years be- 
fore this Doctrine was preached ; that the 
: Pecline of Life, and Certainty of Death, 
in a few Years, deſtroy in us all Notions of 
Eternity, whilſt we feel we die daily; that 
as the conſtant Examples of Death we ſee 
daily, make our Apprehenſions of it very 
. great; ſo the Want of Examples of the 
Reſurrection, made it impoſſible for us to 
conceive it (till this Example given by our 
Saviour). Now; if Infidels ſhould cavil, 
and ask why there are not as frequent In- 
ſtances of the Reſurrection as of Death, 
in order to make it firmly believed, the 
Anſwer is very plain, that if the Chief Ar- 
ticles of Religion (being Matters of Faith) 
ſhould be ſelf-evident, Faith could fave no 
Man, nor would any Man's Faith be accoun- 
ted to him for Righteouſneſs. The Being of 
God, which is the firſt and ſtrongeſt Article 
of our Faith, can't be made ſelf- evident; 
and yet we muſt as firmly believe the Being 
of a God, whom we don't ſee, as the Being of 
our Parents (whom we converſe with daily) 
| A 4 or 
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or we can FRAY no real — of. Religion, 9 
| and are W to it only. 7980 5 


4. 5-20 Arabien 


Faith was accounted to Him for Righte- 
ouſneſs, Rom. iv. 9. becauſe he as much 
believed there was a God, as that there 


was a Man in the World: He as much be- 
Herod he'Provdene or Being of an Invi- 
ſible God, as Idolaters did the vilible Being 


of their Idols. 
The unequal Diſtributions of 


Good and Evil in this Life (where Virtue 
ſeems often to ſuffer, and Juſtice ſometimes 
blind) made ſome of the Heathen Philo- 
ſophers think of a Future State, in which 
there would be an exacter Diſtribution of 
Rewards and Puniſhments; but, till the 


Example of our Saviour's Reſurre&ion, 
and his Promiſe that we ſhould all ariſe, 


Mankind could not be required to believe 5 
o Soperpatural an Event. 


'The Incarn ation 


and Death of our Saviour did not more 
effectually tend to the Redeeming of Man- 
kind, than his Reſur rection declared to us 
— all, there would be a Day of Judgment, 


and a Future State; which ſhews what a 


ſteady Belief this Doctrine deſerves, and 
of what gteat Moment it is to us in the 


Conduct of our Lives: For not only our 
haviour here, but the Manner in which 


| God will deal us * depends upon it. 


, The | 


| | 7: 5 4 e T6. 
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| + The Attention Men have had to the Sa? 

tisfaction Chriſt by his Death made for our 
Sins, is the Reaſon they have not ſtrongly 
enough inſiſted on the Benefit we receive 
in another Way by his Reſurrection; for, 
as his Death declares God's Reconciliation 

to us, ſo his Reſurrettion declaring to us 
the Certainty of a Day of Judgment, and 
of another Life, bids us not preſume ſo 
far upon our Saviour's Sufferings, and the 
great Benefits we receive thereby, as to 
neglect our Duty towards God and our 
Neighbour; bids us repent to Day whilſt it 
7s called to Day, of the Evil we do, and 
give Thanks to God for all our good A 
tions, who' teaches us both to will and to 
do of his Good Pleaſure, _ 
on aL Chriſt, by his Suf- 
ferings, has put us into a State of Salva- 
tion, but has not abſolutely ſaved us: Has 
made our ſincere Repentance acceptable 
with God, as if it had been abſolute Obedi- 
cnce ; but this Repentance muſt be our own . 

Act, muſt be from a broken and contrite 
Heart, not in Obedience to the Commands 
of Men, but of God, and always attended 
with firm Reſolutions of Amendments: And 
thus I think the Belief of a Future State 
( which was eſtabliſhed by our Saviour's 
Reſurrection) is as neceſſary to make us 
work out own Salvation here, as the Be- 
lief that Chriſt died for our Sins, is to our 
Salvation hereafter, The 


(enen go 
e oh © + ; 0 oY £7) The Preſumptions of 
ſome Thriſtians are 10 great, And they lay 
on the Authority of their Church, that 
they negle& their own Reaſon, and leave 
their Qhurehmen to tell them what Puniſnu- 
anents they ſthallunderga whilſt alive, and 
awhat Suffering in Purgatory when dead, in 
rden to be ſaved from their Sins: They 
neglect the Duty of reading the Scripture, 
and of conforming their Lives to that infal- 
Able Raule (Horrid Stupidity!) and take 
from the Hands of fallible Men ſuch Con- 
ffeſſions and Abſolutions, fuch Penances and 
Indulgences as they make neceſſary to 
Salvation: We are told, that to believe in 
God tis neceſſary firſt to believe that he 
11 Heb. xii. 6. and I think it as neceſſary 
for them that worſhip him, to believe he is 
the Rewarder of the Good, and the Aven- 
ger of the Wicked, which muſt imply a 
Day of Judgment and a Future State. 
'Fo. 


ſet forth the Neceſſity of the Belief of the 
Reſurrection, I ſhall 1 ſhew, That the 
Incarnation of our Saviour was, in order 
to make his Reſurrection more evident; and 
2dly, That his Suffering upon the Croſs WF 
was deſigned by Providence to be in that 
publick manner, in order to eſtabliſh Men 
firmly in the Belief of his Reſurrection; from 
whence upon the whole it will appear "ao 
rom | 


ä 


from the time of our * 9 s Birth to hl 
FKReſurrection, every Point leads us to the 

helief of his Reſurrection, and how vain all 
4 Webault ſuch Beliefs 


not our Sake hoon Incarnate, he could 


x men Mets xvii. 31. 


J EI CE ab et” Je i 


Fo: 11 


Faith and Practice of Religion would bes 
Firſt then, had | 


not have convine'd St. Thomas (tho one 


of the Apoſtles) of his Reſurrection, who 


would not believe unleſs he put his Fingers 
into the Wounds of his Side, and ſaw the 
Print of his Nails in his Hands, nor could 
our Saviour have convinced the other Apoſ- 
tles, that he was not a Spirit, unleſs thi 
ſaw him eat: So that beſides the other 
Benefits we reap from this Incarnation (ſuch 


as. the Example he ſet before us of a ſpot- 
leſs Life, and of a kind and merciful Be- 
haviour towards all Men, without Stain or 


Sin, which could not have been a Pattern 
Fit Fleſh and Blood, unleſs it had been 


done by Fleſh and Blood) the Incarnation 


of Chriſt was alſo in order to convince the 
World of his ReſurreQion, : which is called 


an Aſſurance to all Men, that God has ap- 
pointed a Day in which he will 11 l. the 


Secondly, our Saviour 5 


owning himſelf to be King 5 the Jem at 
his Trial, and his not then explaining the 


Nature of his Kingdom to be over the 
Minds of Men, and not over their Bodies, 
to 


wy 


| thibei in the next World, and not in this 


thew plainly; that it was his Deſign, and the 


Deſign of Providence, that his: Sufferings 


mould be in the moſt publick Manner; for 
the Romans (who were Heathens) never 
wauld have troubled themſelves fo far 
about the Chriſtian or J7eiſh Faith, as to 
bring a Man upon a publick Tria b upon that 
Account : But when Pilaté was told by the 
Fews, that he was not Cæſars Friend if he 
go a Man that called himſelf” King of 
tbe Zews, then, and not till then, did he 
give up Chriſt to be crucified; - and as 
Chriſt's Trial was made publick, by his be- 


ing ſtyled King of the 7eme, ſo was his 
Suffering as publick as poſſible, that his 


Death might be certain, in order to eſtabliſn 
more undoubtedly the Miracle of his Re- 


ſurrection. 
| The Death of Bene, and; of 
3 xi. 4 the Ruler's Daughter, were pri- 


Mat. ix. 2. vate, and by the Courſe of Na- 


ture, and it might be argued _ 3 
0 


were not dead; but Chrift's Suffering 


violent a Death, and ſo publickly upon the 
Croſs, it could admit of no Diſpute, 


whether he was dead or not. Beſides, our 


Saviour, by foretelling his Reſurrection 
made the Jes more ſollicitous to prevent 
it: And as they deſired his Death might 


be publick, to convince the World he was 


an Impoſtor at his Death, which they could 
not 


88 


: 
ö 


7 not do 2 1 . | | 
leſs deſigned is Death- thus, L 
the laſt in time of The: Miracles he — 


might be the moſt convineing, and, inn 


| W Manner a Proof of all therreſt. Ar ail 


But (as in 
the 8 ſo in the Death of Chriſt) 
had he not been in the Fleſh, no Man could 
have put him to Death, nor by conſequence 
be ſure of his Reſurrection from the Dead, 
which ſhews that the Reaſon, both of his 
Incarnation, and of his dying in that publick 
manner, was to confirm his Reſurrection. 
Nor could this Story have, been. impoſed on 
the World, if tis conſidered, that her 738 
Tears together, this Day, has been kept to 
commemorate this Fact; for it would haye 
been diſputed every Day it was ſolemnized: 
Yet ſo hard is it to believe, that a Man | 
once dead ſhall ever live again, that althe 


all the Rewards of Heaven are called in to 


aid this Belief, and tho' we are promiſed | 
Salvation if we believe the Re- gt 
Lurrection, yet tis the great Stum- 5 1. 45 
bling-block of all Infidelity. to 
hs Day. act . ; 
on The great Dee » we fad be 
tween us and Brute Beaſts in this World, 
ſhould make us believe we Thall be in diffe- 
rent States in the next. We can no more 25 | 
the Cauſe of their Stupidity, than that 


d in act yet this Conſie eration is, fo 
2 S810. THO 10 331 78 53 va V3 K* 
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Brute Beaſts, as we are diſting 
than in believing (what is-4 Di 


muſt hs citewed: to 1b roved the Doc- 


ſent Life is a State of Probation;-where-we 


61 mb 


that it Dales reg erde the! ts 


füll for us to conceive, as tis for 
ast alter; full as ĩmpoſſible for us to account 
for, as tis to ſnew how the the ſame Body 


ſhall riſe again after it is dead. 
W er 11 . All I would 


itifer from this Argument, is Not to prove 


one unknown thing by another; not to load 
other Doct rines of our Religien with equal 


Difficulty, in order to eſtabliſſi this of the 
Reſurrection, as the Papiſts do by the Doc- 
tre of the Trinity, in order to ſupport that 
wild Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. But 1 
would defire Mankind, not to be more'dif- 
ficult in the Belief of what i is for their Hol 
nour and Advantage (a4 Reſurrection of 


our Bodies) to Ai euiſh us heteafter from 
guiſhed hers, 


ofrou? to 


us) that we die like Brute Beaſts, and rer 


main in that State for ever! 492 
3 | The Apoſtls 


trine of the Reſurrection t0 the Utmoſt of 


| his Power, and by ſuch Arguments as he 


thought convincing, becauſe he owns that 
x the Refurre&ion of the Dead was not 
true, then all Preaching was vain, and all 
Faith was vaitt: That is, there cotld be ne 
ſuch thing as the Chriſtlan Religion in the 
World: All Chriſtians are taught this pre- 


that 


are placed to dg the Will of our Maker; 


o 
©) 
— 
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chat we are to be accountable for all our 


Actions here, to which End and Purpoſe 


there is to be a Day of Judgment here- 


after: Which Day of Judgment implies 


W the Riſing of the Dead, and a future State. 


all theſe Deductions. muſt be true, or the 


| Chriſtian Religion is falſe; and we that 


think our ſelves the Head of the Creation 


are more wretched then the Beaſts that 
W periſh. Our Reaſon is given not to help, but 
W terrify us, and without a Notion of a Future 


State, we had been much happier without 


EReaſon than with it. There would have been 


no ſuch thing as Inquiſitions to force us into 


= the Belief of other Mens Opinions, none 
of that Hatred and Animoſity that ſets 
= Chriſtians at Variance with one another, 


and in open Defiance as with Turks and In- 


8 fidels. How much happier had Mankind 


been to have liv'd in Friendſhip with one 


another, without Strife and Quarrel about 
| what is not (the Reſurrection of the Dead) 


But as all thefe Abſurdities cannot be 
in the Moral World, if it was framed by 
the Maker of the Natural World, in which 


| we daily obſerve ſuch Utility and Exactneſs, 


I hope our own Obſervation added to that 

weare taught in Scripture, will thoroughly 
convince all thinking Men, and filence all 
Atheiſts and Unbelievers, that there muſt 
be a Future State, in which, if we are not 
deficient to ourſelves, we ſhall all be Happy. 


Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, 
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